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CALL TO ORDER: The public hearing was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman 
Denver F. Braswell. The public hearing was duly called and advertised for the purpose of 
receiving public input regarding a proposed property tax increase in the Incorporated area of 
the County. 

PRESENT: Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Chris Hunnicutt, Marc DeMott, Al Whittington, 
and Johnny Hardin, Chairman Denver F. Braswell, County Administrator Chas Cannon and 
County Clerk Melissa Lawson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director David Zeanah, Tax Commissioner Cindy Harvin, and 
Kevin Hall, Reporter with the Moultrie Observer. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Paul Nagy. 

Mr. Cannon presented a general overview of the millage rate process, consisting of the entities 
involved, a summary of the tax digest and respective rollback calculations, and state law that 
governed the process. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Larry Richardson addressed the Board to question the outcome if 
significantly increased values were maintained at their current level and the millage rate were 
to increase the next year. 

Both Chairman Braswell and Mr. Cannon stated that the likelihood was high, although it 
could not be guaranteed, that the millage rate would decrease the following year. 

Brent Chitty asked if it were true that commercial and industrial properties had not been 
reassessed in last thirty years. 

Chairman Braswell replied that, in terms of an overall reassessment, that was correct. 

Mr. Chitty went on to question if the reassessment was state mandated and if the Board of 
Commissioners were required to accept the findings of the Board of Assessors. 

Chairman Braswell replied that while reassessment was not mandated, it was strongly 
suggested by the Georgia Department of Revenue that Colquitt County reassess these 
properties to maintain an acceptable sales ratio as determined by the Georgia Department of 
Revenue. Furthermore, Chairman Braswell stated that the Board of Commissioners and the 
Board of Assessors were separate entities and that it was not the duty of the Board of 
Commissioners to determine property values. 




